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Sa.ah ZaLa. This tape 3 with Angy Booker on June '15, 2002. Angy was talking about her

grandmother's brother who married a Mexican woman- Okay, go ahead please?

Angy Booker: They didn't have any children'cause she had been manied before. lthink she

had a son someplace in California. Anyrivay, they didn't have any children but she was a

wonderfui person. I met her years later and my mother who had... Down there... A man came

through here when I leamed howto read and write. You know how I learned howto read and

write?

SZ: No. This is you?

AB: My mother took him out of his home before I started school. My mother took laundry at

home and I had to keep the fire and the stove to keep the irons hot. That was my job. I didn't

have a lot of toys. Old magazines, she'd bring home or something like that. I began to print. I

said, "Mama, what is this one?" She'd tell me, you know. I remember all those brands of corn

and stuff, it was a (inaudible) of tomatoes and com and l'd print that up and she say, 'That's the

tomatoes. That's TOMA, you know? And l'd print that off and l'd get the cans off and l'd print the

salt and l'd print the loaf. So when I did start to school you know I could print. "And you mean to

tell me you've never been to school before?" And I said, "No."

SZ: So you taught yourself?

AB: So I made two grades at a time.

SZ: Really?

AB: I just whipped right through school. ln no time I was way up there.

SZ: So you didn't start until you were eight but you skipped grades?
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AB: Yeah

SZ: So you were up with your class?

AB: I went to school that September and we was off for Christmas, you know it's Christmas

holiday and my sister was born on the 23d of December and I couldn't wait to get back to the

school and tell them I had a little sister you know. The teacher, my first grade teacher, she was

Mrs. Hildreth. Believe it or not I remember each one of my teachers names today. Every one of

them.

SZ: Why don't you tell us?

AB: Every one of them.

SZ: That is amazing.

AB: My tirst grade teacher was lrrs. Hildreth. That's at Webster School. The second grade

teacher was Mrs. Myers. She's of German descent. lry third grade teacher was Miss Martinez.

Ourfourth grade teacher was Mrs. Daley. Then I came to Washington.

SZ: ln the fourth grade or fifth grade?

AB: Fifth grade. I started llfth grade.

SZ: Was that the first yearthat school opened?

AB: Yeah, we were here we they built it, when they was building it. We were here.

SZ: Were you living up here by then by Washington Park.

AB: We were here in 1920 on this very area. Same place and they had started building the

school. lt wasn't completed by September so we had to walk clear over to Webster to go to

school. Then the following September, of course, they had it finished the following year and we

went to school. All we had to do was just go right up there, which was wonderful. I used to walk

clear across over there. That's why I knew all these kids in the neighborhood, the Mexican kids.

We'd walk to schooltogether. I know a lot ofthem.

SZ: Webster, at that time, was it mainly Hispanic or was it a mix?
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AB: Yeah, Mexican.

SZ: Were there White kids too?

AB: No.

SZ: Just Mexican and Black?

AB: Yeah. From there to the fourth grade and after that you went to Franklin, the other school.

SZ: And that was mixed?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: That one was mixed, right?

AB: Yeah, that was mixed. Then they had another school right across from the high school,

Mesa High, was I think went through the fourth grade, something Iike that.

SZ: Lincoln School?

AB: lt was right across from the high school.

SZ: Was that Lincoln School?

AB: lthink so.

SZ: Maybe they called it South Schoo! then?

AB: I forget what the name of that school was. There used to be a school right here on Center

Street. What was the name ofthat?

SZ: The lrving School?

AB: Yeah. it was the (inaudible) I forgot.

SZ: Oh, North School.

AB: lt was a little over from Macdonald. lf you turned off of l\racdonald coming east well then

there was the school, high school. Opposite the high school, the principal lived lhere, then there

was a little street along there and on this side was a school, a grammar school, which is now of

course called--they called it grammar school in those days. (laughter). I forget the name of that

school though. 'Cause we lived right up behind that school. There was four little houses along
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there and that little street was called Palmer Lane I think. Palm Lane or Palmer Lane or

something like that.

SZ: This would have been between Main Street and Broadway?

AB: No.

SZ: Between Main and Second Avenue maybe?

AB: This is between Macdonald and then next street.

SZ: Between Macdonald and Center right?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: What north - south street? Maybe between First and Second Avenue?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: And you lived here too?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: So you lived a lot of different places?

AB: At one time when we moved from Mesa Drive, from Hobson. We moved in one of those

houses, there was four houses along lhere.

SZ: This is after your father passed away?

AB: Oh yes, yes.

SZ: And before your mother married again?

AB: No, she had married again.

SZ: She had remarried again by that time?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: What is her manied name?

AB: Lewis. She married Robert Lewis.

SZ: Now is Robert Lewis related to the Lewis who's done the boxing?

ABi Gene Lewis. No relation whatsoever
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SZ: No relation?

AB: No. lncidentally, Gene has a brother Robert Lewis. ltease him aboutthat. Thatwas my

stepfather's name, Bob. Poor guy, he's gone blind, he's almost blind and I feel so sorry for him.

He's been a wonderful friend to me.

SZ: He lives here in Washington Park?

ABi Yeah, he lives right over opposite me on Center Street.

SZ: Oh, on Center?

ABi Yeah, he's going through some bad times right now. His wife, she's in... I got a letter from

her the other day and told me how she missed seeing my smiling face and for me to tell the

Senior lrission hello and she named each person she wanted me to say hello to.

SZ: That's nice.

AB: She was a very intelligent lady but her mind just went. lt's sad but she's got sense enough

to write a letter. Of course Bob had somebody put it in my mailbox 'cause it didn't have a stamp

on it.

SZ: You went through your teachers. I think you got to fifrh grade when the phone rang?

AB: Yeah, and then from there I went, of course, over here.

SZ: The Washington School.

AB: Yeah. The first teachers I had, there was Helen Vance.

SZ: Was that from the bakery?

AB: No, no.

SZ: Different Vances.

AB: Shewas an intenacial marriage. Her mother was at Fort Whipple and prescott. Her

mother was a nurse there and that's where she met this soldier and she married this soldier and

she came from that marriage. She was a beautiful lady. She's on the big side but oh, she was
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nice and neat but she was on the tall and big, beautiful lady. They just had two rooms in that

school when they first opened- lt was just two rooms-

SZ: What kind, was it made out of block?

AB: Bricks I think.

SZ: Brick, uh huh.

AB: They had two rooms. From the first to the fourth, then from the fifth to the eighth. Well see,

when I started going to school here I was in the room with the big kids see cause lhey only had

those two teachers. The other teacher was Helen Morrow that taught the one to the fourth

grade. My teacher, Ms. Morrow was from Texas. She was little Spanish-looking lady but she

was Black. She was very fair with long hair.

SZ: Blond hair?

AB: No, lsaid long hair.

SZ: Long hair, okay.

AB: lrs. Vance had long hair. She's got beautiful hair. She just thought I was - I just love her

because llikedeveMhing. lf wehad aprogram of anykind, l'd have three orfourthings that I

would, do you know. Other kids they did their own but they wouldn't take on anything else, just

whatever they had to do.

SZr You mean like a dramatic program, that kind ofthing?

AB: Yeah, I was right in on everything. I ioved to sing.

SZ: We know you danced.

AB: My music teacher told me, what's her name. I can't remember her name now. But she said,

"Angy, I wish I was rich because you have a beautiful voice. All you need is training."

SZ: Who told you that?
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AB: The music teacher, the woman that came to teach school once a week, the music teacher.

We'd have a music teacher once a week that would go around to different schools. Once a

week, you'd have music. I can't remember that lady's name.

SZ: So you weren't able to have voice lessons then?

AB: No.

SZ; How many students were there in the classes at that time?

AB: I don't remember really. I know, I was so good at spelling. The way they taught school

here and they way they taught school back in those southern towns was different. A lot of those

people that came out here, they couldn't teach school here, because they wasn't qualified.

They had to go get some college you know. When I got into this over here, see a lot of kids that

came out here, some of them were in high school. They put them back maybe to the sixth

grade or something like that, the seventh grade or something like that. They would get mad

'cause they put them back, because they said they just wasn't up to par. We used to have

spelling bees in those days. I just sat those big guys down. (laughter). I could just spell like

nobody's business.

SZ: Your memory helped, don't you think? You have such a good memory.

AB: Oh yeah. I remember Don and I, we were in the same grade but we'd sit those big guys

down. He'd be on the boys' side and I'd be on the girls' side. We'd sit those big kids down.

SZ: When you finished...

AB: I just went to the eighth grade. I wasn't going to school then. No, Veora came here in '27.

SZ: So you would have been finished with the Washington School by then?

AB: I just went to the eighth grade. I didn't go to high school.

SZ: So you never went to high school?

AB: No.

SZ: ln those days people didn't go as much did they?
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AB: No, I didn't go to high school. I got me a job that summer and I didn't go back to school. I

wish l'd gone back now. lt was stupid not to have tried working part time and going.

SZ: Was there a reason why you didn't go to school?

AB: My mother worked so hard and all she made was thirty-five cents an hour. That's all she

got for her work and that was two dollars and eighty cents a day. She put in a day's work

anytime you go do some laundry. I know I hired myself out to a lady one time. l\rom would

come home and this woman had wanted somebody to do some laundry and I said, 'Well, I can

do laundry." (laughter). My motherwas so mad when lgot home. lwasjust pooped. This

woman, she was pregnant and she had just stairstep kids. That's when we lived - I told you -
across from the high school. My mother worked at the Rex Hotel (it) was right on Main and the

south side of the street, off of Macdonald. lt was east of Macdonald. Anyway, this same street

we lived on went clear through there and it was like an alleyway down town, see, but there were

people living all along there- This was up in the closest hotel, where this woman was. She had

clothes piled up on the ground. This was the rub-a-dub-dub days. l'm twelve years old.

SZ: Only twelve?

ABi Wait, twelve. Well I did laundry at home, so I thought, .Well', and mama had a fit. She

said, "What do you mean by going to work like that?" I said, "Why mama I thought I'd make a

little money. You work so hard.' She said, "But you have no idea what you're getting into." I

didn't realize it too 'cause my poor hands were sore, almost. t washed, it look me all day to

wash those clothes and she had just piles of clothes on the ground. ln those days they had a

big tub with boiling water and she boiled the white clothes and put lye in the water.

SZ: Dangerous, really, wasn't it?

AB: Yeah. Mama, she looked at my hands and my hands were so aMul looking, they were just

burning. She said, "You see, that's why I tell them, "Don't put lye in the water." lf they had the

water hot when she got there she said, "Let me put the lye in 'cause l'm not going to put a whole
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lot of lye in there. lt don't take a whoie lot of lye, 'cause lye is hard on the skin." They all knew

mama liked to put her own lye in there and then put soap in there and lye instead of bleach.

SZ: So they had put the lye in and it was too much and hurt your hands?

AB: Yeah, and my hands were sore. I managed io get through it. She didn't want to pay me

'cause I was just a girl and she said when we got through- I think she gave me a dollar or what

and I said, "No, you owe me thirty-five cents an hour. This is not thirty-five cents an hour.' She

said, "thirty-five cents an hour?" I said, 'That's what my mother get when she does laundry. She

goes out and she does laundry and she cleans house and she gets thirty-five cents an hours."

She said, "Well, you're just a girl.' I said, "Well, I washed all your clothes." She said, "Yes, you

did.' But she wasn't going to pay me and her husband came home and I was standing there

with tears in my eyes and he said, "What's the matter?" "Why she wants thirty-five cents an

hour and l'm not going to pay it. Nobody pays that." ln those days people were working for a

dollar a day or something like that, you know. I looked at him and I said, "Well, I washed all

those clothes." I said, "l've never worked for anybody before. I just worked at home. I washed

clothes at home. I said, 'That's what my mother gets, so that's what l'm charging.' He said,

'Well, for God's sakes, give her the money.' He paid me himself. He didn't give me $2.80; he

gave me $3.00. I was proud of that three dollars.

SZ: Did you ever work for her again?

AB: No. And mama said, 'My God, my cod." My mother just cried she was so mad at me for

going.

SZ: You kept working though?

AB: No. No I didn't.

SZ: Not after that.

AB: One other time, I went to another lady. I cleaned house and I did some laundry and it took

me two days to do the laundry and then the next day I went back to iron and I was taking too
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much time ironing. She says, 'Just give them a lick 'cause you're ironing too good." Oh, just

give them a lick to make me work faster you know. Anyway, she's another one she didn't want

to. lwish l'd known you was charging thirty-five cents an hour. lsaid,'Well, that's what my

mother gets and that's what I charge."

SZ: You were pretty assertive for a twelve-year-old huh?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: Just personality or do you think your parents gave you...?

AB: I don't know.

SZ: That's good to stand up for your rights.

AB: I got my first job was working for a -- my sister had a part{ime job, a half-day job, working

for -- her husband was a banker. Mrs... I can't think of her name. Anyway, so Susan was going

to take this job working for the people that had the Toggery Store, ceorge Johnson. They had a

maid's room and they had a maid's room and a shower and bath 'cause we didn't have a

bathroom. We had to take a bath in a big tin tub in those days. That was the main reason. She

had a nice room with a bath, you know, a shower. She had a shower. She took that job so I

took this job that she had, the half-day.

SZ: Your sister took that job?

AB: Yeah, that was my sister. I took that half-day job that summer and then a friend of mine

took a job taking care of two little boys. Well, Heten went back to school. See she was going

into high school. I decided to take the job she had because, now this is stupid. I was getting a

dollar a day to go in at 8:00 and l'd get off right after he came home for lunch. After I did the

dishes, I was through. I was making six dollars a week. I took this job when Heten went, I took

this job that she had, 'cause she was making eight dollars a week. Herc I had to take care of

three little boys. Their name was Clemens. lncidentally, they were descended from the Mark

Twain Clemens. One of them was named after their Uncle. That was their Uncle. Mark Twain
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Clemens was an Uncle. They were ranchers. They were cattle people. They had catfle on

their places. The people that I worked for her - I worked for Ashley Bush. The highway's

named after him. That was quite awhile later. The first job I had was working with these three

little boys and she was an ex-schoolteacher that had married this rancher and she had three

little boys.

SZ: So they lived on a ranch?

AB: No, they lived right down...the old house isstillthereon Macdonald. Out here, they had a

big thing about not long ago and I told Susie they left out the Clemens' house. That house was

old and it was made out of the Spanish type, it's still there.

SZ: lt is on north Macdonald or south?

AB: North Macdonald. They (the Historic Home Tour) put in another house, Mrs. Wilbu/s.

They had a beautiful house at that time. They had the prettiest two-story house in town there on

Macdonald. They had this one girl, I think they were into cattle or sheep. Different people were

into different things in those days. They had the Wilbur place and I said, 'How do they skip the

Clemens?" That house is still there. I was telling Natalie about it and she says, 'Why donl you

call them and tell them about it.' I said, "l don't know why they left the Clemens' house out."

SZ: ls it stillexisting?

AB: lt's stillthere.

SZ: You'll have to show me sometime which one it is.

AB: l'll show it to you. lt's made like an old Spanish house, the square and it hasn't changed.

They should make a historical place out ofthat. Yeah, it was where Earl ceorge Clemens and

his wife lived.

SZ: And that's where you worked?

AB: Yeah. I was there for a while

SZ: Angy, I think we probably need to stop for now. t'm going to turn off the tape.
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End of Tape 3 of 3
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