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Sarah Zafra: Today is June 15, 2002. My name is Sarah Zafra. I am here at Angy Bookeas

home on North Pima in Mesa interviewing her.

Angy Booker: Hello, Sarah.

SZ: Angy, when you were born?

AB: iray 23, 1909.

SZ: 1909. And where were you bom? Was it here in Mesa?

AB: No, Naco, Arizona.

SZ: What's the name of the City?

AB: Naco. NACO.

SZr Where is that?

AB: lt's east of Huachuca.

SZ: So it's southern Arizona?

AB: Yeah, it's in Arizona.

SZ: Why was your family living there?

ABr l\,ly father, I think he cooked for the soldiers. He cooked for the Army.

SZ: At Fort Huachuca?

AB: Yeah. See that was before my time.

SZ: You were just born.

AB: I was born. I remember that's why they were there.

Szi Was your father a buffalo soldief

AB: Yes. he was.

"r", " F droSPe(a Corre ro'''



lnterview with Angy Booker 2

June 15,2002
Tape 1 of 3

SZ: Was there still the certain cavalry unit that was a regiment that was called 'Buffalo Soldiers"

at the time of your birth?

AB: I kind of think so. I just barely remember. I was so tiny. I barely remember the horses, men

on horseback, and the drilling and all that. I can remember all that, just faintly.

SZ: ls that right?

AB: My mother was surprised to think that I could remember that.

SZ: How old were you when you left there then?

AB; When we came to Mesa, which was the very second time 'cause they'd come here earlier

around 1904, the first time. Then they went away and they came backin 1912 |'ve been here

since 1912.

SZ; So you were only three years old then?

AB: Yeah

Sz: And you lived in that area near Fort Huachuca your first three years?

AB: We moved from there and lived in Mexico for a while. Then when they came back from

Mexico, that was during the Revolution incidentally.

SZ: The Mexican Revolution.

AB: Yes.

SZ: That's probably why yourfatherwas there.

AB: 'Cause there was a border patrol. The soldiers, the cavalry was the border patrol there.

My mother came out of there because they shot my brother-wasjust missed being killed by a

hair, really. They offered him some money, I think it was $5 to take mail out to the soldiers and

of course he thought as a little boy, "Oh, my goodness. I can make that money." Mama said he

came home on a mule and he came up in the yard and he was jusl sitting there. She said,

"There's my boy." She wondered why he didn't get off the horse and she hollered at him and he

didn't say a thing he just was sitting there in a daze scared tQ death, She went out there. She

i|,.!J Roo- Loca Hrstory Archives and Spec alCo ections



lnterview with Angy Booker 3
June 15, 2002
Tape 1 of 3

said, "Well, something's wrong." She went out there and he was just sitting there just like that.

She had to take him down off the mule and his hat fell off and there was a hole through his hat

and she thought, 'Oh my gosh." She thought he was hurt, but he wasn't hurt, he was just in

shock. lf it hadn't been for the mule when they shot him..., the mule had sense enough to turn

around and come home. lt brought him home.

SZ: How old was your brother then?

AB: I don't know just how old he was but that was told to me. My older sister, she passed a

couple of years ago, she remember all of that because they first started school in Mexico.

SZ: So he was older than you but maybe not a teenager yet?

AB: No, no he wasn't a teenager, he was just a kid.

SZ: So that's what made your family decide to leave the military then?

AB: He was out. He was discharged but he was still working for the Army. They came out of

_ Mexico into Oouglas and from Douglas we came back to Mesa.

Szi Okay. What was your family doing in Mesa originally? You said they were here before in

1904'?

AB: I don't know, they just came out here.

SZ: Just for a visit or something?

AB: No, they came to live.

SZ: They came to live here for a whib. So he had already tinished his military duty then?

AB: Yeah. I think he was already, l'm not sure, I can't go into that because he soldiered with my

grandfather. My father soldiered with my grandfather.

SZ: So your grandfather was also a buffalo soldie,

AB: Yes, oh yes.

SZ: Wow. Would you tell us what yourfamily name was? Your parents' name?

AB: l\,ily parents' name was McPherson.
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SZi Could you spell it for us?

AB: Alexander McPherson. lvlcPherson.

SZ: So you father's name was Alexander and what v,/as your mothe/s name?

ABr Clara

SZi Clara.

AB: Her maiden name was Earles.

SZ; Where were they from originally? Of course in the military you travel around a whole lot but

where they grew up?

AB: My mother came from Texas to Arizona. She came out in a covered wagon and she was a

baby. She came out on her mother's lap mostly. She was a tiny thing.

SZ: Do you know when she was born?

ABi 1881.

SZ: 1881.

AB: November 4, 1881.

SZ: She would have been in Arizona in the 1880s, eady 1880s. Do you know where your

mother's family settled?

AB: She came to over in Graham County, Graham County.

SZ: Was it McNary?

ABi No, no, no, no. Bonita, Arizona. There is a Bonita, Arizona and Wlcox. I won,t divulge the

names 'cause she always talked about Fort crant. I think that's the last place my tather was.

There used to be a Fort Grant. I think it was a boys' home, a detention home, I think later they

made it a detention home for boys.

SZ: Were there a lot of Black families up there in Bonita and Wilcox area? Did they come from

Oklahoma?

AB: There were a few. I don't know. I can't go into that. I just wish my sister was still living.
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SZ: lt was really before. lt was early, before you were born even.

AB: My grandmother just got to see me and that's all because she was very sick when my

mother was pregnant. She couldn't go home, the doctor said she couldn't travel at that time.

She had to wait until after I got here. As soon as they let her go, she went to her mother. My

grandmother got to see me and hold me. A few months afterthat she passed. That's all. I don't

remember my grandmother, of course.

SZi You're not sure why they happened to come to Mesa originally? ln 1904?

AB: No.

SZ: But then in 1912 they came back because they'd been here before and they liked it.

AB: One of my other sisters was a baby the first time they came out. My mother had two boys

and two girls. Then they went. I don't know just how long they stayed here. When they came

back the second time she had three more. I have a brother, \,yhich is olderthan me, and myself,

and a sister youngerthan me.

SZ: So there's seven of you altogether?

AB: Yeah. We came back in 1912.

SZ: Could you tell us the names of your brothers and sisters?

AB: Oh yes. My motheis flrst baby, Clarence McPherson. Then John, I think his name was

John Henry, then Lucy Maria, that was my oldest sister's name. Then Susan who was a baby

the first time they came out. She was named after my grandmother. My grandmother was

named Susan. Then Alexander Jr. and myself, then Charlotte.

SZ: So you're next to the youngest?

AB: Yeah.

SZr Charlotte was the one who was here a couple of weeks ago for your birthday?

AB: No, see my mother got manied again a couple of years after my father died, she got

manied again. We're half sisters. To me we're not half sisters. We have the same mother so I
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had two sisters, two with Charlotte and then these othertwo, Bonita and Dorothy. That was

Dorothy that was here.

SZ: When did your father die?

AB: Oh boy.

SZ: Do you remember how old you were?

AB: No, lcouldn't have been over five years old.

SZ: My goodness. Your mother had seven children and very young ones.

AB: She was young, in her early '30s when my iather died and left her with these seven

children.

SZ: Ihat's very hard. Was she a lot younger than he?

AB: Yes. Mama said, "Speaking of stupidity, don't tell me anything about how silly girls can be. I

just fell for your father because boy, he could dance.' I told my mother, 'Now that's who l'd like

- for my husband.' She said, 'Oh, you don't know what you're talking about, you're only thirteen,

twelve or thirteen." Anyway, she manied him when she was fourteen.

SZ: She was fourteen? Oh my goodness. How old was he, do you know?

AB: I had no idea but he soldiered with my father.

SZ: lt was his father that he soldiered with or your mother's father?

AB: He soldiered with my grandfather.

SZ: With his own fathea

AB: Not his father.

SZ; With your mother's father?

AB: Yes, yes.

SZ: So that's maybe how he met hel?

AB: Yeah.
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Sz: l'm surprised that he would want his daughter to marry so young but then that was done in

those days, wasn't it?

AB: Yeah, they married earlier. But just the same mama said, 'Girls can be silly ' She said, 'l

loved to dance and me and my brother could outdance anybody over there. We taught the rest

of them how to dance." She said, 'When I saw this man dance, oh my God and he taught me

all kinds of new steps that I'd never heard of.' She said, 'Don't tell me how silly girls can be

'cause I know."

SZ: Did either of your parents play an instrument?

AB: My mother played a guitar and my father played a banjo.

SZr So that was maybe another reason they liked each otheP All of you children were good

dancers?

AB: Oh yeah. I love music, period.

SZ: You started to say something about dancing on your brother's feet or your fathe/s feet?

AB: My brother, he used to put my feet on top of his and hold my hands and dance with me,

you know. I just grew up dancing barefoot.

SZ: Do you still like to dance?

AB: Oh, llove it. lalways loved dancing.

SZ: That is great.

AB: We used to have a lot offun at home because just after my father passed.

SZ: lt must have been a hard time then?

AB: l'd tell my mother...

(PAUSE)

SZ: You used to tellyour mother?
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AB: We used to have a lot of fun. As I say my father died when I was quite young. I'll never

forget it because he'd been sick for a long time. I was his favorite of all the children lf he went

flshing he took me with him. lf he went hunting, he took me.

SZ: Really, where dld you go? Was it near here or a long ways away?

AB: We'd go down to the river. I don't know. We went somewhere and fished. Him and another

family that came out here. The Frank Moore family. He'd say, .Mac?' He called my father l\rac

for short. He said, 'lvlac, you just crazy about that gal." He'd say, 'Well that's my baby.' Mama

said, "He never took to any of the other children like he did me.' I'd go hunting with him He

loved to go hunting. I hated to hear the gun go off. He'd put me on his shoulders. lf he had time

to let me do\,vn he would, if not he said, "Hold still Annie.' He called me Annie. BANG! He'd kill

a rabbit or a bird.

SZ: Did you ever teel like you v'/ere going to fall off his shoulders when he was doing that?

- AB: No. lf I was (inaudible) he'd put me down. I would grab his leg like this. "Hey, did you hear

a gun go otf?' I told him, 'ljust don't like the gun. I don't mind going but I don't like the gun.'

SZ: Did you travel a long ways to go hunting?

AB: No, it was nowhere. lt's sofar out of town.

SZ: Of course in 1912, Mesa wasn't very big.

AB: No. Beyond, you didn't have to go nowhere to be out of town in the desert. Just a few miles

and you were in the desert.

SZr Right. Do you rememberwalking or did he have a horse?

AB: Oh yeah, horse and buggy and a wagon. Frank Moore had a wagon.

SZ: Frank lroore was a friend of your family?

AB: Yeah, the family that came up from Texas.

SZ: So you'd borow their wagon?
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AB: No, no, no. They were together. Hunting, flshing. lrememberwhenwe had ahorseand

buggy though.

SZ: Before your father died?

AB: No, it was after my father died.

SZ: Were you living right here in Washington Park then?

ABi No, no, no. When we first came back to Mesa we lived right down town. Right downtown

behind what used to be 'Everybody's'(drug store).

SZ: Just for the tape for people who don't know where 'Everybody's' is. That's Main and

lvlacdonald on the northwest comer.

AB: lt was on the corner of Macdonald and Main.

SZ: You lived right behind there?

AB: Right behind there. I told people, 'We used to live right downtown.' Oh, they didn't believe

it. There's a plaque there to prove it now.

SZ: ls that right?

AB: The first homestead of Alexander McPherson. There's a plaque across from that museum

down town.

SZ: That's neat.

AB: My father's name, Alexander with a (inaudible) over in the museum.

SZ: Uh huh. Was there anything around you? Were there other houses? What was there

'cause that was a main commercial area there, Main and Macdonald?

AB: Yeah, but people lived right down town. That's how small Mesa was. We lived in that

behind 'Everybody's' there. Wish I would remember that because we used to go in there all the

time. lvlaybe we'd go to the Post Oftice.

SZi The Post Office was down there then wasn't it?
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ABi Yeah. Lly brother and L l can remember vividly how we would go in 'Everybody's'. I

remember one day a man saying, he says, "Hi, Mackey, you come to pay your bill?' He said,

"No sir.' He says, 'When are you going to pay your bill? You know you've been owing me a

long time. He said, "l hope you don't want anything today'cause I don't think l'm going to let you

have any.'

SZ: This is your father or your brothe,

AB: My little brother.

SZ: Oh, your little brother.

AB: Yeah, the one l'm next too. He'd say, 'When I get big enough and can get a job l'll pay you.'

SZ; So he was teasing him then?

ABr He was teasing him, you know. Somebody would always say I'll take care of it this time. I'll

pay for it this time. Give them what they want. He said, 'No, I don't want anything today, but

Annie wants an ice cream cone.' (laughter). 'My sister, Annie wants an ice cream cone.'

SZ: So did they give you an ice cream cone?

AB: Oh yes.

SZ; And then you'd share it with him?

AB: And we'd go down to the Post Ofrice. Of course, they just did general delivery, you'd ask

for your mail. There was next to the Post Office, a bakery, Eastman's Bakery, I remember that.

He was Dutch I think or something. He spoke kind of broken English, but he always gave us

cookies.

SZ: l'm sorry, where was he from?

AB: I think he was Dutch or Greek or something. He'd always give us.,. We'd come home with

bags of stuff. Oh wow. He'd say, 'When you come in the Post Office I got something for you.'

He'd give us old bread and stuff that you'd have to get rid of I realize that now. He'd say now

he'd give us some cookies. He said, 'You eat these cookies but you take ihe rest home, okay?"

t0
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SZ: lsn't that nice? Was this when your mother was a widow?

AB: No, that was before. That was when my father was living.

SZ: Just trying to figure out where these were. Everybody's Drugs went pretty much back from

Main and lvlacdonald up to the next street didn't it? Pepper? Then were you in the next block?

Where was the bakery and where was the Post Office?

AB: The Post Offlce was on south Macdonald.

SZ: Oh, over on south Macdonald.

AB: Yes. On the corner of First Avenue and Macdonald was a Baptist Church. lt was a white

Baptist Church. Up from the church l'm trying to think. I think there was something else. I think

there was a hotel in ther6. Then there was a Post Office. I can remgmber that.

Szr Cause later on they built a Post Office on north Macdonald. Was that during the

Depression maybe?

- AB: Oh, the hospital now was right across from the Post Office on Macdonald, south

Macdonald.

SZ: A clinic there.

AB: But was just a big framed building house. lt looked just like a house you know. lt could

have a few patients, not too many 'cause the woman that used to cook at that hospital, she lived

in Phoenix. She used to come over and stay all week and then she'd go home on the v,,/eekend.

She came to our house all the time, every day she'd come over.

SZ: Was she African American also?

AB: Yes, she was from Phoenix.

SZ: Did she spend the night with you?

AB: No, but she used to come to our house allthe time.

SZ: Oh, uh huh.

AB: She was a very nice lady.
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SZ: Did she board in a place or something during the week and then go back?

AB: I think she stayed there at the hospital I guess. I don't know where she stayed. She didn't

stay with us.

SZ: Where they would have had beds.

AB: Her name was Mrs. Owens. I never will forget it.

SZi Was that run by Dr. Palmer, that clinic, do you know? That litfle hospital?

AB: Palmer?

SZ: He started Everybody's Drugs I think and he was a doctor up at the Roosevelt Dam. Then

he came down after that and he started Everybody's Drugs. I wasn,t sure if he started that litfle

clinic there, the hospltal.

AB: I can't remember that much about that but I know there was a hospital across from the post

Office.

- SZ: That's good. What about the other buildings? Do you remember any other buildings down

there?

AB: On the corner there was a bank_

SZ: That would be the corner o, Main and Macdonald.

AB: Yeah, irain and lracdonald there was a bank.

SZ: Do you remember which comer? Southeast, northeast?

AB: lt was on the southeast comer 'cause on the...

SZ: Were talking early now like before 1920?

AB: Oh yes, oh my goodness yes, way, way back there.

SZ: Do you remember... Now did your family stay at that house for a long time?

AB: I don't know how long they stayed there. I know we stayed there and then we moved over

on Morris Street. There is a Morris Street.

SZ: Just east of Country Club.
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AB: Yeah.

SZ: Were you on South Morris?

AB: No, North Morris. See, I can remember when Country Club wasn't Country Club. lt was

North Evergreen.

SZ: lt was Evergreen.

AB: North Evergreen.

SZ: I knew it had been Crismon and Mesa Boulevard but it was also called Evergreen?

AB: That was North Evergreen because years later my mother works out there in Real Estate

out there for a woman. We lived on South Morris and the first church we went to was on South

Morris and it was a l\.4ormon Church. Vance people, they had a bakery. crandfather Vance

owned that whole square block from Main to First Street and from Morris, let's see what's the

next street, Robson I think and then Morris. He owned that whole square block. His house was

right on the corner of First and Morris. Grandfather Vance was the one who started the bakery t

think. lry mother used to wash for them. She'd tell us, 'Look there's no reason why if you

people don't have a church, there's no reason why you can't go to ours. lf you want to go the

kids could go to Sunday School. Just have them ready and come on down and my

grandchildren will walk them down.' She said it was about three blocks.

SZ: So did you do that?

AB: Yes.

SZ: Did you like that church?

AB: The first church that we went to was the Mormon Church.

SZ: ls that right? Do you remember going?

ABi Yeah.

SZ: About how old do you think you were?

AB: lwasn't very old.

,t3
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SZ: Before your father died?

AB: Yes, that was before my father died.

SZ: So before you were about five. So we're talking before 1914?

AB: Yeah. I don't rememberjust when my father died. ln '16 I think.

SZ: We could probably flnd that someplace. That would make you about seven.

AB: See a lot of things have gotten away from me.

SZi You have a wonderful memory, Angy.

AB: Yeah, my mother couldn't believe that I could remember when my sister was crawling.

Mommy said, 'You remember when Charlotte?" I said, 'Yes." Mamma wouldn't let me pick her

up 'cause she was on the chubby side. She wasn't gawky fat but she was just a healthy baby. I

was always a little skinny minny. I said, 'Yeah'and I told her about my brother climbing the

chinaberry tree in the back yard. My mother was washing and he got up in the tree and he

started screaming, the ants were up there. These ants got on him and my mother had to get up

and help him down out of the tree and he was just dancing a jig. My sister, Susie, we called her

Susie, if anything was lunny she was gonna laugh. I don't care if you were dying and looked

funny she was gonna laugh. She just laughed at my brother and I was crying 'cause Mac was

crying and it felt almost like the ants v,/ere on me. I think my mother put bluing all over him or

something. (laughter).

SZi So i,Iac was just a year or two older than you?

AB: Yeah.

SZ: So you were very close?

AB: Yeah, we were very, very close.

SZ: What was his first name?

AB; Alexander.

SZ; Oh, he was Alexander Jr.
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AB: Yeah,

SZ: So those were some buildings on South Main and Macdonald. Can you think of any

others?

AB: I remember when J.C. Penney was on West Main on the south side of the street. Next to it

I think was J.C. Penney.

SZ; lt was on the south side or the north side?

AB: J.C. Penney and then there was the O.S. Stapley. They had farm implements and things.

Later, years later, they had everything in there, they had all kinds of stuff but at that time they

just had farm implements and a lot of stuff like that. I can remember when J.C. Penney was

there and later moved up across the street east, on East Main, then from East Main they moved

out to when they made that....

SZ: Tri City irall.

AB: Tri City Mall, yeah.

SZ: That was probably the big department store in town right?

AB: Yeah, J.C. Penney and Toggery. I had a sister that used to work for George Johnson that

owned the Toggery.

SZ: The Toggery?

AB: Thatwas on East Main.

SZ: When you say east, do you mean east of Macdonald?

AB: East of l\racdonald. l'm sorry, west of Macdonald.

SZ: East of Macdonald and west of Center maybe?

AB: Yeah, because Center has changed. I forgot where Center used to be.

SZ; Center's the divider between East and West.
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AB: I know but it used to have another name and I can't remember to save my life what that

name was now. Just like University is Fourth Avenue, I mean Fourth Street and Broadway was

Fourth Avenue.

SZ: Yes. And Creamery.

AB; Yes, and Mesa Drive used to be Hobson-

SZ: Yeah.

AB: I remember that. They've changed the names. Of course there didn't used to be a Stapley

See, I knew the Stapley family who lived right across, O.S. Stapley.

SZ: Right across from the store or the family?

AB: The home.

SZ: This was when you were on Morris? When you were living right behind Everybody's?

AB: lthink my father then he used to work at a...what do you callit?

SZ: A livery?

AB: No, he used to cook at an armory. lt Was an armory that was down town.

SZ: For the reseNes? National Guard?

AB: Yes, National Guard. He used to cook there. That was the last job that he had.

SZ: Did he have any other jobs when he worked in Mesa?

AB: The first time they came out he used to haul water when they were building the Dam.

SZ: The Roosevelt Dam? He took water outto the Dam?

AB: Yeah, him and my oldest brother used to ride with him and they would drive horses, maybe

six or something like that to pull this wagon with this big tank of water.

SZ: ls that right?

AB: They would haul it to the base, to the foot of the mountains and they would bring the empty

tank down and they would be waiting for him. Allthey did was change seats you know. They

would bring the empty one back and then take a full one back.
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SZi He didn't have to go up on that one he rode then?

AB: No, the mountains. They used to haul water when they were building Roosevelt Dam.

That's when the first time they were out.

SZ: Did you know if he worked for himself or if he worked for somebody else then?

AB: No, he never worked for himself no.

SZ: You don't think so?

AB: No.

SZ: That's very interesting. The Dam was so important in Mesa, to the groMh of Mesa. You

can see how a lot of people got jobs from it.

AB: Yeah.

SZ: (PAUSE lN TAPE)

AB: I didn't go to school until I was almost eight years old.

SZ: Why is that?

AB: Because every time l'd go my sister she'd have a tantrum. She'd have a fit and lwouldn't

go. lrama wouldn't let me.

SZ: Who'd have a tantrum?

AB: My sister.

SZ: Why didn't she want you to go?

AB: She was younger than me.

SZ: She wanted you to stay home with her?

AB: She would have a tantrum. I told mama, "Mama I'm not going if she can't go.'

SZ: So you went together?

ABi No, lfinally, lwenttoschool. I was so good at printing. lused to (inaudible) when my father

died. iry mother used to take in laundry at home.

SZ: After your father died?
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AB: Yeah. And while he was sick, too because he was sick for a long time. I remember 'cause

he used to want me to sit beside his bed. I can remember sitting there crying and the kids would

be playing and I wanted to get out and play. We called him Papa. l'd say, 'Papa's asleep and

I'm going to sneak out and play.' l'd get halfway across the floor and he's say, 'Annie, where

are you going?" I said, "You was asleep so I was gonna go out and play with the kids.' He said,

"No, your Papa needs you, you stay here. Go get me some cold water, go get me some cold

water." l'd go get him some water and l'd be back and he was asleep.

SZ: Then you could go out and play?

AB: I was so close to him.

SZ: He's the one that you wanted. He wanted you, lmean?

ABi Yeah. I can remember this vividly when he died but I didn't know that I was sitting on the

side of the bed and Susie came in there and she... I said, 'Oh Papa's well, I said Papa can

walk, he was well." She said, 'No, Papa's gone." I didn't know what they were talking about. I

said, "No he wasn't, he's not gone 'cause he was just talking to me." She said, 'Papa was

talking to you?' I said, "Yes.' She said, 'No, maybe you just dreamt that.' I said, 'No, papa

was talking to me.' I was sitting on the side of the bed. Of course Susie ran out and told my

mother you know. My father had passed and I didn't know it. Anyway...

SZ: So you were there with him when he passed?

AB: No, I wasn't in there with him, no.

SZ: Just a little bit before?

AB: lthink he had, he probably had cancer lguess, bad stomach, ldon't know. l\ry mother

came in and she said, I said, 'Susie said Papa's dying." She said, mama said, .yes, he is

dying." I said, 'He didn1 tell me good-by. He was just talking to me.' She said, "He was talking

to you? What did he say?'Just like that. I said, 'No, hejust told me to be a good titfle girt and
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mind my mama." Just like that. She grabbed me and she said, 'He just wanted to tell you good-

by I guess.' She said, "He is dying and he's not coming back.' I said, 'Well," I had no idea.

Sz: Cause you were very young.

AB: lrama said, 'Well, he's gone lo heaven." I just couldn't understand and I didn't believe

them. lt was weird. I was just really a kid.

SZ: Sure.

AB: Any\,vay, they had my fatheds funeralthe next day. ln those days they didn't hold bodies

like they do now. They buried my father on a Sunday. My brother then was working in Mesa as

a delivery boy for a store down town. lt was a Connolly's market down town on east l\rain. On

the south side. lt was Connolly's, it was a grocery store and he was a delivery boy there.

Anyhow, he went to work for some people up in Ray, Arizona. He came down for the funeral.

Two weeks from that day my brother got drowned. The one thai I was so crazy about.

SZ: Mac?

AB: No, John.

SZ: Right afterthe funeral. How devastating for your mother... and for you.

AB: I just couldn't believe it and I just had a fit. I couldn't understand why God would take my

brother and my father and then my brother. I couldn't understand that.

SZ: How old was your brother?

ABr He was a teenager.

SZ: Do you want to talk about it at all? About what happened to him?

AB: He got drowned. The people he was staying with. He roomed with a family and the man

that had this grocery store there had a family in Phoenix but he had his grocery store in Ray. Mr

Crump, the name was Crump, I think. l'm not sure what his name was now. Anyway, this girl,

his landlady's daughter, sixteenth birthday, and they had a party for her after church. She had

invited a bunch of teenagers lo her party and he was. After they ate they decided to go, they

l9

iri, -ir koaflr Loca llrstory /{rchrves aid Speca Coiectofs



lnterview with Angy Booker 20
June 15,2002
Tape 1 ol 3

had what they called a swimming hole. lt wasn't a swimming pool but ii was where you used to

90 swim. They decided...the boys decided to go take a swim. They had a race and they had a

bet on who could get there. He was a racer, he was athletic you know. He beat everybody up

there. There were some Mexican boys that were swimming and when he got there he says, 'l

bet I can stay under the water longer than anybody you've ever seen." He said, "l can stay

under water a long time." He just dived right down into the water. That's what happened. He

cramped to death from his body being hot from running. They say he was just doubled up.

SZ: They just thought he was purposely staying down.

AB: Yeah, when the other boys got there and they says, 'He sure can stay under the water.'

And they says, "Under the water?" They said, 'Yes, he hasn't come up. He said he could stay

under a long time." They knew right away that was wrong, you know. They started diving and

they found him but he was just... Very little water got in, he cramped to death. His bodywashot

from running and it hit the cold water and he cramped and he was a good swimmer.

SZ: So your mother must have - it must have been hard for your family then after all this

happened?

AB: Yes, the pathetic part, Dr. Drane, thal was the doctor that used to come see my father and

he had the horse and buggy, it was the horse and buggy days. He had a horse and buggy and

my mother used to do their laundry. They had one child, her name was Jeannie, and she was

so cute. Her mother had a little laundry bag; Dolly's Laundry embroidered on the laundry bag.

She would put her little sheets and doll clothes in them and send them. Here she had a laundry

bag with her dolls things in it.

SZi Playing grown up right? So what did your mother then do with your... How did she

manage? Did she wash clothes? ls that how she managed to get enough to support you?

AB: She would just do housework you know 'cause she didn't know anything else.

SZ: Cause she was married so young?
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AB: Yeah. My father used to say, 'Go play with the kids," and he'd do the cooking.

SZ: Like she was a kid herself.

AB: I guess, so she really grew up with her kids.

SZ: But now your older brother worked. Did any of the other children work, too?

AB: No, he (Clarence) wasn't at home at that time. He went back and did what you can do in

the Army (as a young man). ln fact she didn't knowwhere he was at. Because ofthe factthat

he was young, he (the Army officer) said, .We'll accept him but we can't do it without your

consent."

SZi Your brother?

AB: Yeah, the Army. So he (my father) said, he told my mother, he said, 'Well, at least you

won't worry about him. You'll know where he's at so we may as well say it's all right. They

okayed it and they took him into the Army.

SZ: Was he able to send any money home to your mother? Maybe you didn't know 'cause you

were pretty young.

AB; I just barely remember that because I remember the first World War. I remember when lhat

was over with because you couldn't... I remember when you couldn't get like sugar and stuff like

that, the First World War.

SZ: Oh right. Sugar.

ABi Old Man Clark, this was a family that had the grocery store on the comer of Main and it's

I\resa Drive now. lt used to be Hobson. He used to always manage for us to get sugar and stuff

like that.

SZ: So your brother by working there was able to get you some sugar?

AB: No, no.

SZ: Oh, this was the owner of the place.

AB: My brother didn't work for that man. My brother was gone then.
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SZ: So that was during World War I you're talking about.

ABr Yeah, I can just barely remember that.

SZ: Were there any other things that were rationed during World War l?

AB: I think there was a ration on some things. I can remember sugar, I can remember that.

SZ: World War llwould have been like gas and tires and stuff.

AB: There was a horse and buggy and it had a hitching post in the center of town.

SZ: ls that right?

AB: ln the center of town.

SZ: Right along Main Street?

AB: In ihe center of town was where the wagons and buggies and cars.

SZ: Maybe that's why they made it such a big, wide street, yeah?

AB: Yeah, that's why they was so wide 'cause they parked in the center of the street.

SZ: So it was not along the sidewalks but in the middle?

AB: See it was right in the middle and there was no pavement and that was dirt.

SZi Dirt roads. huh.

AB: That was before they had pavement. I can remember that.

End of Tape 1 of 3
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