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Zora Folley: Fighting Against Being Forgotten 

Lesson Plan 
 

Grade Level: 11                  Lesson Length: 60 minutes 

 

Learning Objectives 

 Read articles from local and national publications to uncover various causes of historic events.  

 Think critically about the concepts of success, fame, respect, and historic legend.  

 Discuss to elaborate and write to articulate modern-day connections to events from the past.  

 

Essential Question 

 Why is it that some people—despite being famous or successful or respected—are forgotten over time?  

 

Background 

 Zora Folley was the #1 contender for the heavyweight championship during the 1960’s. However, while 

names like Floyd Patterson and Muhammed Ali are known even among those who don’t follow sports, Folley’s name 

seems to be remembered only among boxing aficionados and/or trivia fans. 

 In 1967, Zora Folley had the chance to fight Muhammed Ali for the championship title. In the months leading 

up to the event, they were presented as opposites. Ali was a controversial figure who had just changed his name 

from Cassius Clay and refused to go to war. Meanwhile, Zora Folley not only packed a great punch, but was a 

veteran and a caring family man.  

 Multiple factors came together to prevent Folley from being the legend that Muhammed Ali remains today. 

One factor was how heavyweight champion Floyd Patterson refused to fight the top contenders to his title. By the 

time Folley was able to fight the next champion Ali years later, he was no longer in his prime. In addition, his 

manager’s financial duress throughout Folley’s career led to accepting fights and withstanding injuries that had a 

cumulative effect on his condition.  

 All in all, Folley was an amazing boxer revered in his day. As a Chandler hero, why don’t we remember 

him?  

      

Materials 

 Copies of the following articles:  

o “A Book Fighter Who May Change Ali’s Style” by Mark Kram, Sports Illustrated, March 20, 1967  

https://www.si.com/vault/1967/03/20/545720/a-book-fighter-who-may-change-alis-style 

o “Chandler’s Quiet Man Could Become Next Champ” by John Morris, The Chandler Arizonan, 

February 22, 1967 (attached) 

o “New Era for Boxing” by unknown author, The Chandler Arizonan, March 22, 1967 (attached) 

 Copies of the accompanying handout, “Readers, in your corners!”  

 

  

https://www.si.com/vault/1967/03/20/545720/a-book-fighter-who-may-change-alis-style
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Activity 

1. Intro:  

[Could be completed as a “Do Now” OR a more kinesthetic four-corner activity.] 

a. If you could choose only one of the following, which would it be? 

i. Success 

ii. Fame 

iii. Respect 

iv. An enduring legend (people generations later know who you are) 

[Share-out.] 

b. Is it possible to be all of these? Why or why not? Can you think of any examples? 

c. Isn’t it possible that there are figures who meet the first 3 criteria, but for one reason or another 

their name didn’t live on in the historical record? 

d. What might be some reasons for that?  

 

2. Conversation for Context: 

a. Sometimes people hear the word “historian” and think it’s someone who knows a lot about the 

past. Sometimes people think of historians and assume they just read about/study things that 

already happened, and people that already lived. Most people probably don’t give too much 

thought to what it is that historians do. Some historians consider it their job to help make more 

space within the historical narrative for characters that didn’t “get their proper due” during their 

lifetime.  

b. Why do we owe it to expose some of the under-written characters of history?  

c. Today, we’re going to be reading/talking/writing about Zora Folley.  

 

3. Complete a T-chart:  

What we know about Zora Folley? vs. What we know about Muhammed Ali?  

 

4. Split the class in half for the following portion of the lesson:  

a. Half the class will read “A Book Fighter Who May Change Ali’s Style”. 

b. The other half will read “Chandler’s Quiet Man Could Become Next Champ” & “New Era for 

Boxing”.  

c. Provide time for students to read their article(s). 

 

5. After reading, students will pair up with someone who read the OTHER article(s).  

a. Together, they will complete the handout that has questions asking for details from the articles 

(different ones appear in each) and then think critically about some larger questions.  

 

6. Closure: Thinking back to our question from the beginning…do we need to go back and re-define success,  

fame, respect, or legend? Why or why not? 
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Additional Resources 

  “The Art of Ali” 

http://www.si.com/vault/1969/05/05/611006/the-art-of-ali 

 “Live! Booze! Girls! Ali! Is this Boxing?”  

http://www.si.com/vault/1972/12/04/613640/livebooze-girls-ali-this-is-fighting 

 “Taps for the Champ” 

 http://www.si.com/vault/1967/05/08/609339/taps-for-the-champ 

 Photo: Zora Folley and family 

chandlerpedia.org/Collections/Collections_Committee/2014/May_15%2C_2014/Folley_Family_Picture 

 Photo: Muhammad Ali Sports Illustrated cover  

http://5toolcollector.blogspot.com/2012/04/muhammad-aliand-me.html 

 

Standards  

 

History and Social Science High School Standards  

HS.SP1.1 
 

Evaluate how events and developments were shaped by unique circumstances of time 
and place as well as broader contexts 
 

HS.SP1.3 Evaluate the significance of past events as they relate to their own lives and the world 
 

HS.SP1.4 Use compelling questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the 
significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context 
 

HS.SP2.1 Analyze how contents shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives 
 

HS.SP2.2 Analyze the ways in which perspective shapes recorded history 
 

HS.SP4.1 Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past and present 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


